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machinery is also on the increase.

Regarding the aptitude of the Indian worker as com-
pared to the Western miner for using machinery, Mr. R.
Heron, of the Jharia coal-field, in his evidence before the Royal
Commission said: 'At home the miner undercuts the coal
first, then shears in the side, and then having regard to the
line of least resistance he will bore his fire holes and blast
it down. The Indian miner simply stands on his feet, swings
the pick round and knocks a bit off here and there/ His
impression was that the Indian miner was not responsive to
a demonstration of better methods. But the experience of
another foreign gentleman, Mr. J. Kirk, Superintendent,
Jamadoba Colliery of Messrs. Tata Iron & Steel Co. Ltd., was
quite different on this point. According to the replies given
by Mr. Kirk to the questions put by the Royal Commission
on Labour the aptitude of the Indian miner is shown clearly
by the latter's readiness to learn new ways and by his hand-
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ling of the cutting machines as well as any British miner. It
is all therefore a matter of supervision and teaching.16
Thus the inefficiency of the Indian miner is not so much
due to inaptitude as to other circumstances. At present he
is a part-time agriculturist. If he devotes himself entirely
to mining he can certainly show much better results.
The foregoing discussion shows that most of the problems
and difficulties of the mining industry of India are connected
with the scarcity of labour in the mining region. There is no
doubt that the region is sparsely populated but that does not
prevent the industry from attracting workers from other parts
of the country as has actually happened in the case of most
of the other industries of India. There has been a tendency
16 Royal Commission on Labour (1931),   Vol. IV,   Part II,   p. 278
D 2551 and 2552.